
Jharana  

Jharana is 32 years old has disability in her legs since birth. She has studied up to 

eighth standard. She is married to a carpenter, Pramod. After her marriage, she 

lived happily in her in-laws’ house for some time, but later she was tortured 

brutally by her husband. The latter always scolded and beat Jharana. Then when 

Jharana was expecting her first child, her husband left her at her parents’ home 

and purportedly went to Kolkata for work. 

When she gave birth to a girl, her parents informed Pramod about the same, and 

he instead asked them to kill the baby and get rid of it, but they refused to do it. 

Later, when Jharana’s father in-law died, she went back to her in-laws’ house and 

discovered that her husband had returned from Kolkata and was now addicted to 

weed (ganja). After this, she decided to live with him to keep people from thinking 

that something was wrong between the couple. During this time, she was forced to 

do all the household chores and did not even get food from anyone. She bore the 

torture silently for a long time; her brother came to know about this and took her 

with him as her health was deteriorating and she was pregnant at the time. There, 

she gave birth to a son.  

After her younger brother’s death, Jharana’s husband visited her once and asked 

whether she wanted to live with him, or with her parents. She decided against 

living with him. 

Presently, Jharana has one daughter and one son. She was identified by Odisha 

Gender Disability Resource Centre and was given vocational training on her rights. 

She has been given a mixer-grinder by GDRC to make badi for a living. She is doing 

that successfully and is earning good money.  


